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Abstract: Cultural Materialism is a way of Marxist approach to Anthropological studies which is started from 

1980’s in by Marvin Harris. It defines the cultural similarities and difference in a social framework which is 

responsible for the cultural change. It intends three primary influences on cultural change which is the 

Infrastructure, Structure and Superstructure. Arundhati Roy, the first Indian to win the Booker Award for her 

debut work The God of Small Things (1997), describes the lives of Kerala people who were the captives of 

Communism and the caste system. Her second novel, The Ministry of Utmost Happiness (2018) is the political 

journey of India for the past twenty years. In this novel, Roy traces the hegemonical notion of Superstructure 

which is destructed the cultural harmony of the social framework. The paper aims at the subversion of power 

struggle not to become dominant group but escape from the exploitation of canonical societies.  
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Cultural Materialism is a term coined by Marvin Harris in his text The Rise of Anthropological Theory 

(1968) which included three anthropological schools of thoughts that are Marxism materialism, cultural 

evolution and cultural ecology. It is a Marxist approach to Anthropological studies which highlights the 

material, behavioural and ethic process of human in socio-cultural evolution of the social structure. 

Anthropology denotes the study of human and human behaviours in relation to the society in the outlook of 

present and the past. As an expansion of Marxism, Cultural Materialism enlightens the similarities and 

differences as well as models for cultural change within a societal framework. 

 The social construction is divided into three different levels: Infrastructure, Structure and 

Superstructure. Infrastructure is the “material realities” such as technological, economic and reproductive factor 

which denotes the demographic aspects of a society that mold and influence the other two aspects of culture. It 

is simply material in nature which consists of the technology (mode of production), population (mode of 

reproduction) and social practices by which the society fits in to its environment. It is also manipulated the 

society by modifying the amount of type of resources needed. The stability between population level and 

consumption of energy is balanced by modes of production and reproduction.  

 Structure is the next important component of the socio-cultural systems which consists of the 

controlled patterns of social life among the members of the society. It maintains a secure relationship among the 

people and its constitutional groups and neighbouring societies. It includes the organizational aspects of culture 

such as kinship system, domestic economy and political economy.  

 Superstructure is the last sector which contains the ideological and symbolic aspects of the society. 

Religion is one of the most important ideology and symbolic progressions includes Behavioural Superstructure 

(art, literature, rituals, games and hobbies) and Mental Superstructure (myths, philosophies and religion).  

Every writer involved on the problems of suffering people and the rebellious people, they described 

particular social issues in their literary texts either in fictional or non-fiction. One such author created a center of 

attention for all social issues both in fictional and non-fictional texts with lot of field works among the victims is 

Suzzanna Arundhati Roy (1961-still), the first Indian to win the Booker Prize for her novel The God of Small 

Things (1997). She is also a peace activist and involved in Politics, Human Rights and Environmental Causes.  

Arundhati Roy’s first novel The God of Small Things described the Casteism among the South Indians. 

Most of the characters are Syrian Christians who followed the caste system and suppressed the lower caste. The 

book brought name and fame for her. The recent second novel The Ministry of Utmost Happiness (2017) had a 

long gap of 20 years. Between these two novels she wrote a lot of essays on social and political issues. She is 

the spokesperson of Anti-globalization and Neo-colonialism in India. She is a strong critic of U.S Foreign 

policies like Nuclear weapon, War against Terrorism and Privatization. Reading the essays of Roy is like being 

blasted by a hot wind of anger. Roy raged against the broken world, against the poverty, war and horrific attacks 

of millions of minorities including Muslims, Christians, Dalits, Tribes and Adivasis, and the mechanization of 

the Multinational corporate companies.  
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 Roy’s literary career filled with prose pieces for two decades. The sudden change from essays to novel 

didn’t disappoint her admirers. The researcher’s work is Roy’s second novel, The Ministry of Utmost Happiness 

which was published in June 2017. It compiled the 20 years political and social changed in India. The novel is 

the amalgamation of satire, love, thriller, history, romances and social injustices which was woven in the 

tradition of Charles Dickens and Leo Tolstoy. This is not about the issues in India; it is the “Air we breathe in 

India”. 

Roy gloriously compiled the stories with sharp narrative voice and unflinching realism. She created 

their world with powerful sense of diversities in contemporary India in which darkness and exuberant vitality. 

The novel is not just one tale; it is collection of various tales all over the country. The tales cradled the world’s 

most fragile people whom were assaulted brutally by their own people. Roy as a dynamic story teller in the 

subtle way, animated the life of bohemians, revolutionists, lovers, citizens in the kaleidoscopic view. The novel 

captured the scenes of suffering citizens, corrupted administrative system and power politics.  

The Ministry of Utmost Happiness took the journey of many years over the country. Anjum (sometime 

used to be Aftab), a Hijra in Delhi, her adopted daughter Zainab lived in a old dilapidated place with many 

hijras.  Horrified by the incidents in Gujarat riot, she left the place and joined with Saddam Hussain and blind 

Imam Zaiuddin . They stayed at a graveyard and began funeral service and burying for the dead people named it 

as “Jannat Guest House”. Tilotama daughter of a Syrian Christian Malayali mother and Dalit father studied at 

University where three men (Musa, Naga, Garson) loved her and continue to love her in their whole life. As a 

strong, beautiful and enigmatic woman, her desires and ambitions forced to live a mysterious life. Her lover 

Musa, a Kashmiri lost his family in the Anti-Insurgency of Kashmir protest became comrade for Kashmir 

separation. 

Tilo theft a baby of maoist guerilla from the Jantan Mandir Protest after she left her husband Naga and 

living secluded life. Dr. Azad Bhardiya who was fasting against US Capitalism in India, Corruption, Poverty, 

Unemployment and others evils disturbing the peace of India, helped her to stay safely with her new abducted 

baby in Jannat Guest House. The acing love story told in whispers; shout through tears sometimes with laugh. 

The characters are broken by the world, then rescued and mended by love-and by hope of dawn. They are fragile 

but they never surrender and still wait for the change that none could suffer like them.  

The Superstructure which consists of religion and ideologies became the dominant power in the 

modern India. Ideologies like Democracy, Secularism and Socialism is the heart of India’s Constitution. But it 

was not working in its own meaning rather became false statement. Citizens believed in those ideologies still 

exist but the sad truth was that was destroyed. The ideology of Democracy that is for the people, of the people 

and by the people is turned into Pseudo-democracy or Hybrid regime. The ideology of secularism is for the 

name sake but people lost tolerance over other religion. The next ideology of Socialism ruined in 1991 after the 

policy of LPG (Liberalization, Privatization and Globalization).  

The combination of politics and religion in the narrowest sense of the word, resulting in the communal 

politics is . . . a most dangerous combination and must be put an end to. This combination is harmful to the 

country as a whole; it is harmful to the majority, but probably it is most harmful to any minority that seeks to 

have some advantages from it. . . . minority in an independent State which seeks to isolate and separate itself 

does some injury to the cause of the country .  

- Jawarhalal Nehru, Jawarhalal Nehru’s Speech’s Volume One, 

September 1946 – May 1949, Pg.74. 

The first few chapters of the novel described how Aftab turned into Anjum and her relationship with 

her adopted daughter Zainab. Anjum was born with incomplete male genial part, after separation from her 

family she turned to Hijra and lived in Khwahgah at Delhi with some transgenders. One day she found a three 

year old baby who was left by their parents. Roy’s narration of Zainab’s childhood with hijras paralleled with 

political background of the 21th century of India. The daily routine life style of the hijra’s family stunned one 

day by the Television news. Every news channel telecasted the attack of Twin Tower on September 11, 2001. 

This made the normal citizens to think the country which was called as “Superpower” and one of the developed 

countries, attacked by ten aircrafts.  

Roy also described that the people who watched this did not know who was behind this. She critically 

said that the Master plan for this holocaust was neither Osama Bin Laden, a Terrorist nor George W. Bush, 

President of the United States of America. The narration addressed that it might be so powerful, far stealthier 

force than this poor hijras in Khwahgah. The result of such incident disturbed the peace of Afghanistan which 

made many Afghan families to fly from their country. The warplanes of US roamed freely which forced the 

people to immigrate their country.  

The incident slowly changed mood of Indian people too. One side, people worried about the 

destruction of World Trade Centre affected the economy of many countries, another side Indian politicians used 

this in a successful way to tune the mind of people. Both United States and India used this as a Conspiracy 

theory. A conspiracy theory is an explanation of an event or situation that invokes an unwarranted Conspiracy 

generally one involving an illegal or harmful act carried out by government or other powerful actors.  
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The Poet-Prime Minister of the country and several of his senior ministers were members of an old 

organization that believed India was essentially a Hindu nation. And that, just as Pakistan had declared itself an 

Islamic republic, India should declare itself a Hindu one. Some of its supporters and ideologues openly admired 

Hitler and compared the Muslims of India to the Jews of Germany…. ‘The Mussalma, he does not like the 

Other’, he said poetically in Hindi he said poetically. ‘His faith he wants to spread through Terror’.  

He warned that what had happened in America could easily happen in India and that it was time for 

government to pass a new anti-terrorism law as a safety precaution (TMUH 41-42). 

This is how then government embedded the idea of terrorism inside the mind of people. When a senior 

political leader and their ministry created a panic situation, people’s way of looking other religious person 

differed. The primary ideology of the rightwing parties began to corrupt the mind of Hindu people.   After this 

announcement, the newspapers and TV channels reported bomb blasts, terrorist attacks which are proliferated 

like malaria. The Urdu newspaper consequently reported the “stories” of Muslim boy being killed in encounters, 

new terrorist strikes and arrest which directed towards the new law which detained the accusers without trail for 

months. “Anjum thanked the Almighty that Zainab was a girl. It was so much safer” (TMUH 42).   

Socialism is a social structure between two ideologies, Communism and Capitalism. The Indian 

Constitution wanted the administrative parties to move forward to the communism where people would get all 

inequality. The Neo-colonialism era pushed back the ideology of socialism. Arundhati Roy described this Neo-

colonial era which did not allow any kind of social and economic equality in her works. The researcher’s novel 

portrayed the economic inequalities in the root cause for social injustice. She criticized that 80% wealth of 

Indian Nation were belonged to 1% people whom were living sophisticatedly in the name of Democracy. The 

government gave subsidies and loan discount to the corporate sectors and forced the farmer to commit suicide if 

there are not able to pay their loans. 75% of Indian did not get the wage of Rs. 120 to run their life in the Neo-

colonial era. Roy’s work Capitalism: A Ghost Story described the flaws of economic principles which made the 

rich to become more rich and the poor to become the poorest. All these social injustice were happening in the 

names of “Developing the Nation” and “Democratic Liberty” of the private sectors to be a part of development.  

 The researcher’s chosen novel was narrated by a high class and high caste man Bipal Das who 

described himself as peaceful man in the society. On the other side, he described the sufferings of lower caste 

people because of their economic disadvantages. Bipal was in love with Tilo on his college days but he did not 

have the courage to express his love for her. He very-well knew that his Brahmin parents would not allow 

marrying a girl without a past, without a caste and without a family. So he left the idea of marrying Tilo and 

married a girl of his parent wish who did not reciprocate his feelings.   

What we have on our hands is a species problem. None of us is exempt. And then there’s that other 

business that’s become pretty big these days. People – communities, castes, races and even countries – carry 

their tragic histories and their misfortunates around like trophies, or like stock, to be bought and sold on the 

open market. Unfortunately, speaking for myself, on that count I have no stock to trade, I’m a tragedy-less man. 

The upper-caste, upper-class oppressor from every angle. (TMUH 195)  

Roy used the economic prejudice throughout the novel, only after the establishing people’s democracy 

and completing the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal, anti-monopoly capital tasks can the Indian people advance 

towards socialism. This ideology can detail only the democratic revolution in the political development.  The 

real essence of socialism must provide all people food security, full employment, universal access to education, 

health and housing among all people without the prejudice notion. It meant the economic, political and social 

empowerment not only mere development of the people and vastly improving the living condition of workers, 

peasants and hitherto marginalized sections.  

The novel, The Ministry of Utmost Happiness depicted the pathetic life of peasants. In the rural area, 

the tribal people were forced to move to urban area while the construction of dam which destroyed lakhs of 

forest lands. On the other side, in the name of slum clearance, the surplus people are forced to move to outside 

of the city. In the present situation, the government did not take effort to improve the living standard 

nevertheless they are trying to destroy the survival of the poor peasant people. Here arrived the insurgency of 

people against the government.  

The description of Delhi in the novel was very satirical. Roy described the night setting of Delhi under 

the yellow sodium haze.  Homeless people sleep like dead bodies in the postmortem room lined in high, narrow 

pavements head to toe, toe to head looping the distance. This pathetic type of lifestyle was not found only in the 

old Delhi streets but in the every modernized metropolitan city. The people moved from rural area to city 

because of the poverty and villages were becoming empty due to death of farming. Some settled in the 

pavements, many in slum areas and many in streets. The huge cities with skyscrapers and steel factories sprang 

up where forests used to be, rivers were bottled and sold in supermarkets, fishes were tinned, mountains mined 

and turned into shining missiles.  

Administrative departments and judiciary system announced some new laws for the welfare of the 

people, (they did not consider poor as people). Such laws and projects like slum and squatter clearance which 

destroyed the life of thousands of poor people. The poor peasants did not know what to do. One day, suddenly 
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bulldozers imported from Australia to clear the city’s “dirt”. Beggars are forced to move out of the cities. They 

shipped out of the cities in batches. Their contractors had to pay good money to ship them back.   

‘People who can’t afford to live in cities should not come here’, a Supreme Court judge said, and ordered the 

immediate eviction of city’s poor. So surplus people were banned. ‘Where shall we go?’ The surplus asked. 

‘You can kill us, but we won’t move’ they said. There were too many of them to be killed outright. . . Begging 

was banned. Father John-for-the-Weak sent out a letter saying that, according to police records, almost three 

thousand unidentified dead bodies (human) had been found on the city’s street last year. Nobody replied. 

(TMUH 98 – 99) 

Police and battalions came for protection for the government officials. The surplus started protest 

against them, suddenly riot (so-called) broke out which led the police and others to assault them. The press 

reporters arrived at the scene to give “Breaking News”. They telecasted how the people were in despair. On the 

other side, the government began to advertise their justification to make the city equal to high-tech world class 

cities. They announced that people did not go to abroad for shopping anymore. The government gave duty-free 

for the imported things (which paved way to the destruction of native small-scale industries) that made Bombay 

like New York, Delhi as Washington and Kashmir like Switzerland.  

 The democracy (Demon-crazy) which proudly said, “we are, for the people” and the question, “Did 

they are not people?” The government failed to give economic opportunities rather it destroyed their livelihood 

and survival. Others in the city did not notice this tragedy and busy with their day-to-day activities. The food 

shops were bursting with food, bookshops with books and even shoe shops with shoes. The people who were 

enjoying their democracy would be unaware of the fact that it might happen to them in a short coming future.  

Public wealth is to be manages by public (politicians) or public representative (government officials) but in the 

present context, another demon called corruption crooked the idea of socialism. This is the fate of poor in the 

urban area. 

On the other hand, the same problems are faced by deprived in the rural area. The tribal (Adivasis) 

people in different parts of the country did not ready to surrender their land to build massive dams or huge 

factories in their mineral land that led to the mass destruction of tribal land in the interior forest. One such was 

the uprising of Maoism in Andhra Pradesh. One such victim is Revathy who joined Maoist to save the adivasis, 

“As you know we are banned, underground people, and this letter from meyou can call as underground of 

underground” (TMUH 417).  She described that how she was brutally tortured by Policemen when she was 

caught as a suspect. The six policemen raped her and one of him would be the father of Miss. Udaya Jebeen who 

was the baby abducted by Tilo from Delhi Jandar Mandir Protest.  

Revathy and her party PLGA (People’s Liberation Guerrilla Army) called themselves as full-time 

worker with Communist Party of India (Maoist). The novel’s last before chapter is a letter from Revathy to the 

protector of her child which described the chaos of the adivasis in the forests. She was well-known about her 

death and she wanted the safety of her child so she left the baby there. 

In 2008 the situation much worst inside the forest. Operation Green Hunt is announced by Government. 

War against People. Thousands of police and paramilitary are in the forest. Killing adivasis and burning 

villages. They take everything, burn everything, steal everything. They want adivasi people to vacate forest so 

they can make a steel township and mining. Thousands are in jail. (TMUH 421) 

The uprising of Naxalism and Maoism was against the government’s decision against democratic way 

of life. When they did not consider about the welfare of common people, the revolution started and branded 

them as “terrorist”. Naxalism and Maoism identified themselves as a part of communist group rather than 

terrorists. They wanted their rights to live their own land not because of anything in the name of development or 

civilization. In the novel to denote her caste as “SC” (Scheduled Caste) which denoted that people belong to the 

low caste (including Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribes) is facing the problems of survival in the village and 

forest areas. Socialism wanted equality in social status, caste and economic category. When the government 

failed in its duty to make the nation into socialist or communist social structure, disturbed the peace of the 

country. 

Revolutions were happening in India occasionally but that must be an illusion for socialism. Roy 

censured an old Gandhian, former-solider-turned-village-social-worker who had announced a fast to the death to 

realize his dream of a corruption-free India. The old man was on to something which was being broadcast live 

through the night. He listed the scams – dam scams, coal scams, iron-ore scams, housing scams, insurance 

scams, stamp-paper scams, phone-license scams, arms and ammunition scams, polio-vaccine scams, school-

book scams – in which politicians, businessmen, business-politician and politician-businessmen had made off 

with unimaginable quantities of public money. Youngsters who were innocent about history and politics, young 

professional like lawyers, computer programmers, accountants and all public arouse with this anti-corruption 

campaign. They announced this as, “India’s Second Freedom Struggle”. 

Thousands of people were gathered at Jandan Mandir at Delhi and government implied that whether 

the Gandhian way of protesting something is basic right of all people. Politicians and government officials did 

not consider this as a revolution rather just a democratic right. This campaign would lead another political party 
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in Delhi which is the present ruling party. People all over India came to Jandan Mandir to express their 

problems, sufferings and fighting for their basic rights assembled there. Innocent people and tribes brutally 

tortured by police and battalions in the name of searching PLGA (People’s Liberation Guerrilla Army) came 

there to talk about human rights violation in their village. Farmers came there to talk about government’s 

insignificant way of treating “Farming” and against the government’s decision to give farming land to power 

plants, nuclear power stations. They fought for the basic need of food and farming rather than scientific and 

technological development.  

Some came from Bhopal gas lea victims which happened in 1984 and still did not get justice after two 

decades. They did not get clean water and medical care for themselves and the generations of deformed babies 

who were born after gas leak. They brought photographs of deformed babies, misshapen aborted fetuses in 

bottle of formaldehyde and the thousands who had been killed, maimed and blinded in the gas leak. The 

Manipuri Nationalist asking for revocation of Armed Power Special Power Act, made it legal for the Indian 

Army to kill on “suspicion”. Tibetan refugees calling for a free Tibet. The Association of Mothers of the 

Disappeared whose sons had gone missing in their thousands, in the war for freedom in Kashmir.  

I am fasting against the following issues: I am against the Capitalist Empire, plus against US 

capitalism, Indian and American State Terrorism/ All kinds of Nuclear Weapons and Crime, plus against the 

Bad Education System / Corruption / Violence / Environmental Degradation and All other Evils. Also I am 

against Unemployment. I am also fasting for the complete obliteration of the entire Bourgeois class. (TMUH 

126) 

One of the revolutionary characters in the novel is Dr. Azad Bhartiya (which literal meaning is “The 

Free Man”) who is the founder of “Indian Socialist Democratic Party” that was against price-rice. He was 

fasting for the past few years against the prejudice treatment of government for poor people. His contempt that 

Indian government was offering AC attached bathrooms in five star hotels for American President’s dog which 

went to visit Gandhi’s memorial in Rajghat.  He worried about the millions of people were forced to live in 

poverty but the government taking care of foreign dogs, cows and buffaloes. He called himself as a 

revolutionary man whose important is voicing for the voiceless people.  

In the name of Capitalism or “mixed economy”, government is misleading the citizens. Santhal tribes 

from Hazaribagh, displaced by East Parej coal mines, these are Union carbide gas victims who walked here all 

the way from Bhopal. It took them hardly three weeks. That Gas-leak company has a new name “Dow 

Chemicals” but these people, who were destroyed by them, can buy new lungs, new eyes? They have to manage 

with their same old organs, which were poisoned so many years ago. But nobody cares. The Latur earthquake 

victims whose cash compensation has been eaten up by corrupt collectors and tehsildars. Out of three crores 

rupees only three lakh rupees reached the people, 3 per cent. The rest was eaten by cockroach people on the way 

“It means India is ruled by donkeys, vultures and pigs” (TMUH 131). 

It was very hard of the country to come out of the “utopia” called socialism, “Capitalism is like 

poisoned honey. People swarm to it like bees” (TMUH 129). Capitalism did not allow improving the public 

wealth rather it increase their profits and gave little to government as a tax. For many multi-national companies, 

the government offer less-tax or duty-free to perk up the private wealth of individual or group of individual. For 

the sake of national treasure, the government implied more and more tax on citizens.  

Hybrid Regime is a governing system in which, although elections take place, citizens are cut off from 

knowledge about the activities of those who exercise real power because of the lack of civil liberties.  It is not an 

“open society”, an illiberal democracy, also called a partial democracy, low intensity democracy, empty 

democracy. There are many countries that are categorized as neither “free” nor “not free”, but as “probably 

free”, falling somewhere between democratic and nondemocratic regimes. This may be because a constitution 

limiting government powers exist, but those in power ignore its liberties, or because an adequate legal 

constitutional framework of liberties does not exist. It means, first and foremost, that people’s power would be 

supreme. That democracy, democratic rights and civil liberties would be inseparable elements of the socialist 

juridical, political and social order. Under bourgeois democracy, illusionary formal rights may exist but the 

majority of people are denied the capacities to exercise these rights. 

Illiberal democracy echoes like an oxymoron theoretically, however it might exist in the real world as a 

fluid, non-crystallized, and often externally constrained setup among the hybrid regimes. In the country like 

India proudly agreed themselves as the “democratic” nation which sounds as the government for the people but 

the reality is somehow the supreme power would lie in the hands of some other politicians or business men. The 

welfares of the people shifted from commoners and citizen to particular upper class and upper caste people.  

These people are assembled here to get their democratic rights back and social justice. The Democracy 

and socialism were serving only for the privileged and giving chimera to the unprivileged. Under socialism, 

democracy will be based on the economic, educational and social empowerment of all people, the fundamental 

and essential requirement for the continuous deepening and development of the quality of human life, on whose 

foundations socialist democracy will flourish. Under socialism, the right to dissent, the freedom of expression 

and plurality of opinion will flourish with the aim of strengthening socialism under proletarian statehood.  It 
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means the ending of caste oppression by abolishing the caste system. It means the equality of all linguistic 

groups and equal development of all languages. It means the true equality of all minorities and marginalized 

sections and ending gender oppression. ‘Hybrid Regime’ described how the regime of democracy’s power 

shifted from the representative of people to some other. The regime failed to balance the three rights especially 

the civil rights and created a delusion of having political rights. Property rights and political rights both have 

powerful beneficiaries. Property rights are of interest primarily to the elite - owners and investors whom were 

comparatively few in number. Property Rights meant for 1% wealthiest people of the country and the other 

majority people were fighting for their daily needs. These rights are used by minimal number of people. The 

others dreamt of attaining that Holy Grail.  

Civil Rights guarantee the people’s life and safety and protection from discrimination on basis of race, 

gender, color, political affiliation, ethnicity, religion and disability. They have their freedoms of speech, thought, 

religion, press etc. Political rights include justice equality before law, the right to seek a legal remedy, right to 

vote, right to select a representative and the right to become representative and participate in civil society. Both 

these rights protect the individual freedom from violation by governments, social organization and private 

individuals without discrimination or repression.  

We sit here like caged animals, and the government feeds us useless little pieces of hope the 

government feeds us useless little pieces of hope through the bars of this iron railing. Not enough to live on, but 

just enough to us. We tell our stories. For a while that lightens our burden. Then is how they control us. 

Everywhere else in the city there is Section 144 of Criminal Procedure Code.  (TMUH 132) 

“Jandar Mantar”, the place believed to be judicial part of the capital and the government was ready to 

allow all kinds of protest till there were many thousands people whose tribulations were never end. Dr. Azid in 

the sarcastic tone described that the regime was democratic so it built new toilets for the protesting people. The 

duty of a government is to give hygienic environment to their people. Here the government built some toilets 

separately for gents and ladies but Roy criticized why they give that toilet to some private people to collect 

money for using the toilet for their own citizens.  

People gave importance to the unseen gods, unseen prophets’ principles and ideologies but they failed 

to think the basic idea of all religion, “Love your fellow human being”. The birth of Eastern Religions in India 

happened in the almost same era. Later other Western and Middle Eastern religions adopted by millions of 

people. Before the colonial imperialism, India (including Bangladesh, Pakistan and Nepal) practiced all religion 

as their wish. The colonialism separated the country into nations. The destruction of religious faith did not affect 

the one country. The demolishment of Babri Masjid in India started riots against Hindus in Bangladesh 

(reference to Thaslima Nasrin’s Lajja) and Pakistan. As a democratic country, the importance should be for the 

people not for the religion.  The respect for all religions should be important rather than one majority religion. 

The brotherhood among the citizens defeated by some anti-social evils and the worst part was, they achieved 

power to do their wish. These are the some incidents that made to change the ideology of India’s “Secularism” 

into “Pseudo-secularism”.  

Roy insisted that the regime is ready to ask the problems of democracy and the flaw is the people’s 

problem never rectified. She described the place in Delhi, Jandar Mantar which is the place allotted by the 

government to protest and fight for their rights. This place had much historical importance that was built by 

some king in 1724 which was visited by many foreigners with tourist guides. Earlier the place was with snake 

charmers and sadhus and in the present time it was called as the Bazaar Raj. People from all over India came 

here to explain their issues but their troubles were never ended. Dr. Azad Bartiya one of the protester who fight 

against the social and economic injustice described that place as a “Democratic Zoo”.  

The Super structural ideologies like religion, democracy, socialism lost its own meaning in the modern 

India. The subversion of power of minority is not to become dominant group but escape from the exploitation of 

canonical societies of majority and vive-versa majority people wants to regain the power to become a dominant 

group in the social framework. This disturbs the harmony of the country.  
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